Spelling errors made by children with mild epilepsy: writing-to-dictation.
Errors and corrections made by 64 mildly epileptic children of at least average intelligence who were attending ordinary elementary schools when writing in response to dictation (writing-to-dictation) were assigned to one of 28 descriptive error categories. Numbers and types of errors were compared with those obtained in 630 form-matched, healthy control subjects (Wilcoxon's two-sample test, less than or equal to 0.01). Epileptic children made significantly more errors than control subjects. Separate error categories had no diagnostic power. The groups could not be distinguished on the basis of skill-related errors. However, performance errors (erroneous deviations from the intended product), were found to be made more frequently by epileptic children. Epileptic children made more corrections and also left more errors uncorrected than control children. No relationship could be established with illness variables. Deficient problem-solving strategies, probably resulting from emotional concomitants of epilepsy, may explain the results.